
VISA FOR EMPLOYMENT, INTERNSHIPS AND RESEARCH



!
Citizens of the following countries do not need to obtain a 
visa before travelling to Germany for employment 
purposes but can apply for their residence permit directly 
at the Aliens‘ Authority in Germany:

USA, Australia, Israel, Japan, Canada, South Korea, Neu 
Zealand.

The application in Germany has to be made within 90 days 
after arrival.



The Aliens‘ Authority

• The Aliens‘ Authority is the institution that issues 
residence permits in Germany. Before the validity 
of the visa expires, a residence permit has to be 
obtained from them.

• The Aliens‘ Authority is usually involved in a visa 
process when an applicant intends to stay for more 
than 90 days.

• Employment/internship visas typically do not need 
the approval by the Aliens‘ Authority, unless an 
applicant has previously been employed in 
Germany



Employment and Internship

• Pre-requisite: binding employment/internship contract

• An internship is seen as employment according to the employment law 

• Most types of employment require the approval of the Federal 
Employment Agency, therefore

 Always check with your employer and have them contact the 
Employment Agency well in advance!

If your type of internship/employment does require the approval of the 
Employment Agency, you will not be allowed to start working in Germany 
until you have obtained it.

Your employer can either have the Employment Agency issue a pre-approval 
or have the Consulate involve the Employment Agency during the visa 
process.



Blue Card EU

• The EU Blue Card allows third-country nationals with a university degree to 
take up employment in Germany according to their qualifications.

Advantage of the Blue Card: 

• a permanent residence permit is usually issued faster; 

• if you have held an EU Blue Card from a Member State of        

the EU for at least 18 months you can enter another Member State  

without a visa for the purpose of highly-qualified employment and apply 

for the EU Blue Card there within one month.

Further information on the EU Blue Card is available from the Federal 
Office for Migration and Refugees website at www.bamf.de and from the 
portal for qualified professionals www.make-it-in-germany.com. 

Pre-requisites:

• German university degree or recognised foreign degree comparable to a 
German degree

• Contract/binding job offer with details of gross annual salary (currently at least 
45.935 ,- EUR to qualify for the Blue Card EU).



Researcher

• If you have an invitation from a German university or institute that is 
funded by the government to do a research fellowship / work as a guest 
researcher or scientist, your visa can usually be issued without the Aliens‘ 
Authority nor the Employment Agency being involved.

• The visa process is therefore usually concluded within 1-2 weeks.

• However, check with your employer if in doubt and ask them to contact 
the Employment Agency!



Processing Time

• Blue Card EU / scientific research: ~1-2 weeks

• Employment/internship:  1-4 weeks (depending on 
     involvement of the Employment 

    Agency)



Visa Duration and Fees

• if employment lasts longer than 12 months, 
the visa will be issued for 12 months

• If employment does not exceed 12 months, 
the visa can be issued for the entire time.

Within the validity of the visa, a residene 
permit needs to be applied for at the local 
Aliens‘ Authority. Please make sure to obtain 
an appointment with them as soon as 
possible! Waiting times for appointments are 
currently longer than ususal!

• Visa fee: 

      about 105,- USD depending on the exchange     

       rate. 


	Folie 1
	Folie 2: !
	Folie 3: The Aliens‘ Authority
	Folie 4: Employment and Internship
	Folie 5: Blue Card EU
	Folie 6: Researcher
	Folie 7: Processing Time
	Folie 8: Visa Duration and Fees

