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Founded in 1457 



University of Freiburg

• Located in southwestern Germany, in 

the state of Baden-Württemberg

• Nestled at Edge of Black Forest

• Near France & Switzerland

• About 230,000 residents
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University of Freiburg

The University of Freiburg is one of Germany’s strongest 

research universities, located in one of the most picturesque

cities in Germany. Hosting nearly 25,000 students, the 

university offers a broad spectrum of disciplines across its 

eleven faculties, with notable strengths in

• Life Sciences

• Engineering 

• Humanities 

• Environmental Studies

With over 4,500 doctoral students, 2 Clusters of Excellence, 

and collaboration with top research institutions and innovative 

companies in the region, the University of Freiburg is a strong 

hub for research and innovation.



University of Freiburg

Rankings

• 5th nationally in the Academic Ranking of World 

Universities 2023 („Shanghai Rankings“).

• 8 Freiburg scientists are among the world‘s „Highly 

Cited Researchers‘ 2023 (Clarivate Analytics)

• Among top 10 in Germany in the QS World University 

Rankings 2205

• 11th nationally in the THE World University Rankings 
2024 and 128th worldwide

Facts & Figures

• Almost 25,000 Students in over 200 Degree 
Programmes

• 18% of Students are International Students

• Over 4,500 Doctoral Students

• Almost 450 Professors in 11 faculties



University of Freiburg
Research

• Collaborative Interdisciplinary Research

• Freiburg Institute for Advanced Studies (FRIAS)

• 2 Clusters of Excellence (funding 2026-2032)

• CIBSS – Centre for Integrative Biological Signaling 

Studies

• Future Forests – Adapting Complex Social-Ecological 

Forest Systems to Global Change

• Close collaborations with innovative companies in the 

region and top regional research institutions:

• Freiburg University Medical Center

• 1 Max Planck Institute

• 5 Fraunhofer Institutes

• Hahn-Schickard-Institutes



University of Freiburg

Research

• Almost 220 million euros in third party funding in 

2023

• 21 Scientific Centers

• More than 20 coordinated programs funded by the 

German Research Foundation (DFG), including 9 

Research Training Groups in 11 Collaborative 

Centers

• 2 Clusters of Excellence (German Excellence 

Initiative 2026 -2032) 

• Biological Signaling – CIBSS “Centre for 

Integrative Biological Signaling Studies”

• Future Forests – “Adapting Complex Social-

Ecological Forest Systems to Global Change”

• 403 Active Patents



University of Freiburg
Master Programmes & Doctoral Studies

UFR offers 133 master degree 

programmes from  Archaeology to 

Sustainable Systems Engineering. 
Among them 28 English taught: 

- 2 years / 120 ECTS 

(credits) 
- analytical and scientific 

skills

- personal and academic 

independence 

It is possible to pursue a doctoral degree at all eleven faculties of 

the University of Freiburg. In addition to the „classical“ form of 

individual doctoral studies, the university offers a large selection 

of structured doctoral programmes in various areas.



University of Freiburg

Coming for a Master’s Degree Programme to Freiburg - what to know?

● Applications vary by degree programme, please check well in advance and consult the service 

center for students 

● generally speaking, application deadlines are mid-July for the following fall semester

● most Master programmes enrol students only in fall, exceptions apply

● Foreign, non-EU citizens will pay 1.500€ in semester fees + the immatriculation fee every semester 

of ca. 200 €

● Master degrees exist in 133 areas, including 28 English taught programmes 

● German language skills are not required for English taught programmes but knowledge of the 

language will enrich your experience at UFR 

● Language classes for German are on offer for students coming to UFR 

● the International Office organizes welcome events and an a intercultural mentoring programme to all 
incoming students

● housing is available for students but Freiburg is notorious for finding accommodation

● Living costs for Freiburg range between $800 - 1200 per month, that includes rent, food and 

transportation 
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Masters Degree Programmes Taught in English

• Applied Physics

• Biomedical Sciences (Continuing Education)

• British and North American Cultural Studies

• Computer Sciences

• Earth Sciences

• Economics (MEP)

• Embedded Systems Engineering

• English & American Studies (as Major / Minor)

• English Literatures and Literary Theory

• Environmental Governance

• Environmental Sciences

• Forest Sciences

• Geology

• Global Urban Health

• Liberal Arts and Sciences

• Licentiate Program in Catholic Theology

• Mathematics in Date and Technology

• Medical Sciences – Cardiovascular Research

• Microsystems Engineering

• Modern China Studies

• Neuroscience

• Physics

• Social and Cultural Anthropology

• Social Sciences

• Solar Energy Engineering (Continuing Education)

• Sustainable Materials

• Sustainable Systems Engineering

28 Masters Programs in English



University of Freiburg

Coming for a PhD to Freiburg - what to know?

Doctoral Studies “Classic” Doctoral Studies in Structured Programmes 

11

• Doctoral Schools with funding  (only in Medicine) 

• Third-party funded collaborative graduate 

centers (only open calls every now and then)

• Clusters of Excellence (open calls every 3 years)

• Open positions in third-party funded 
collaborative centers 

• Master Degree or Equivalent in the field or

related field to the PhD research you seek to

pursue

• Choose a PI / Group in your area of interest and 

contact them about supervising you (make it
worth their time) 

• Apply to an open PhD / Scientific Assistant 

position through our job portal

• Each Faculty has their own rules / regulations

about additional application materials



University of Freiburg

Student Services & Information

Service Center Studies
International Office

Student Advisory 

Studierendenwerk Freiburg

Student Council (StuRa)

Council of the Doctoral 

Students (GAA)

Graduate Center (GraCe) 



• Advising on the doctoral process and funding options as well as counselling

• Transdisciplinary qualification programme, coaching and career coaching

• Administration of funding options (e.g. scholarships, travel grants)

• Onboarding and networking events for doctoral candidates

GraCe works to improve conditions for doctoral candidates. 

We hear your needs – for example, through surveys. 

We strive to strengthen the culture of supervision. 

We collaborate with doctoral candidate representatives and contribute 

to the advisory board for doctoral studies.

Visit our website and 

register for our 
newsletter

https://uni-freiburg.de/frs-en/grace/

University of Freiburg

Postdoctoral and Mid-Career Professionals 
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Die Universität FreiburgUniversity of Freiburg

Postdoctoral and Mid-Career Professionals 

Career stages in focus: customised skills development for every target group

Each stage of an academic’s career demands they have many different skills. So here at the 

Centre for Advanced Researcher Development (CARD) we offer programmes and services 

tailored to each career stage as set out in the European Framework for Research Careers. 

CARD is designed for all postdoctoral researchers, whether early postdoc (R2), established 

researcher (R3) or professor (R4). CARD also offers the AdvanceMent mentoring programme

for advanced doctoral researchers (R1) in the transition to the early postdoc phase (R2).

https://www.more-4.eu/indicator-tool/career-stages-r1-to-r4
https://uni-freiburg.de/gdape-en/card/advancement/


Questions ?

Birgit Anderson

Liaison Office North America (NY Office)

liaison-office@zv.uni-freiburg.de

Eva Rüskamp

International Research Marketing

Eva.Rueskamp@zv.uni-freiburg.de
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