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Funding Opportunities Through DAAD



Research Grants in Germany

Deadlines: October 31, 2025

Who?

• PhD & Postdocs with well-
defined research plan

• Open to all fields

What?

• PhDs: 2-12 months

• Postdocs: 2-6 months 

• Bi-national Supervision / Cotutelle 
Degrees: 12-18 months) 

Support?

• Monthly living allowance of € 1,300 +
travel stipend; health & liability 
insurance



Research Grants in Germany: Eligibility I

Who can apply?

• US or Canadian citizens or permanent residents

• Foreign nationals who live in the US/Canada by the time 

of application deadline must have gained their last degree 

in the US/Canada or will be gaining it before the beginning 

of their funding period.

• All other foreign nationals may need to apply via a 

different DAAD office.

Doctoral students enrolled in a program in the US/Canada: 

no more than 3 years should have passed since receiving ABD 

status.

Postdocs: You should not have completed your doctorate 

more than 4 years before the application deadline.

https://www.daad.de/en/the-daad/map/daad-network/


Research Grants in Germany: Eligibility II

• Applicants may not have been living in 

Germany for more than 15 consecutive 

months by the time of application 

deadline.

• If you are a German national, you 

must have been residing in the US/Canada 

for 10 continuous years at the time of the 

application deadline. 

• You cannot apply if you are doing your 

entire doctorate at a German university

• Funding for full PhD studies: 

www.research-in-germany.org/phd

• Please call the DAAD Regional Office in 
New York (212-758-3223) to make sure 
you are eligible.



Study Scholarship – Master’s Studies

Who?

• For 4th years and recent Bachelor graduates

What?

• Supports pursuit of a 2-year Master's degree 

program at a German university 

or 1-year of study in Germany as part of a 

postgraduate or Master's degree completed in 

Canada

• English or German language study program

Support?

• € 992/monthly living allowance + health & 

liability insurance, travel stipend

Deadline: October 31, 2025

www.daad.org/
study-scholarship

http://www.daad.org/


Study Scholarship – Application Process

Prepare 
your DAAD 
application

Oct. 31 
DAAD 
Deadline

Wait for 
DAAD 
Committee 
decision

Early-April, 
Decisions 
via DAAD 
portal

Check 
Universities 
application 
details

Apply to 
MA 
program via 
University 
or Uni-
Assist

Admission 
letters by 
University 
sent out ca. 
4-8 weeks 
later

Upload 
Admission 
letter to 
DAAD 
portal

October 
Start of 

semester

Key Application Elements
• Apply in the DAAD portal

• In the portal, you will find various forms: 
• Language Assessment form
• Preferred Master Program form)

• Country Specific Application guidelines  
https://www.daad.org/en/find-funding/country-specific-
information-for-us-applicants/ -> Checklist
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German Studies Research Grant

Who?
• 3rd- or 4th-year undergrads majoring or

minoring in German Studies;
• Master’s and PhD students working on a

project in German Studies
• Must have completed 4 semesters of university-

level German (or equivalent) and 3 courses with 
“German Studies” content

What? 
• Program to encourage research into cultural, 

political, historical, economic and social aspects of modern and contemporary 
German affairs from an inter- and multidisciplinary perspective

Support?
• $2,000-3,000 USD to offset living / travel costs 

in Germany

2025-26 Deadlines: 
November 1, May 1



RISE Professional

Who?

• Graduate students in Biology, Chemistry, 
Engineering, Geology, Computer Science 
and Physics 

What?

• Workplace internships of 10 weeks to 6 
months with leading German companies

• German requirements depend on the nature 
of the internship 

Support?

• Participants receive monthly living 
allowance, varies depending on level of 
study and length of internship

Database opens October 15

Deadline: November 30

Selection of past partners:

www.daad.de/rise/en



• For Bachelor’s and Master’s students

• Summer courses taught in German at German Universities

• 3 to 4 weeks

• Courses are offered June/July/August

• A2 minimum language requirement

• Focus on literary, cultural, political and economic aspects

• Numerous courses to choose from; overview at: 

www.summerschools.de

• Covers cost of language course, one-time €450 allowance, 

travel allowance, and health, accident & liability insurance

Database opens September 1

Deadline: October 30

www.daad.org/find-funding

University Summer Course Grant



Tips for Your DAAD Application

• Express why your activities in Germany are 

critical to your academic or professional goals

• Show your passion: e.g. contact with and 

interest from German institution/professor

• Explain clearly why you chose the location                               

or program you did

• Quality reference form or letter of 

recommendation

• Gather your application materials in advance. 

Make sure your application is on time and 

complete. 
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