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UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
THE BASICS

▪ Oldest University in Germany, founded in 1386

▪ Located in the south-west of Germany

▪ Top-ranked university and one of the strongest 
research universities in Europe

▪ University of Excellence (Excellence Strategy)



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
INTERNATIONAL

Centres abroad

Heidelberg Office North America, 
New York City 

Heidelberg Center Latin America | 
HCLA, Santiago de Chile 

Heidelberg Office East Asia, Kyoto 

Heidelberg Centre South Asia | 
HCSA, New Delhi 

Heidelberg Center for American 

Studies | HCA Heidelberg 

Center for Ibero-American 

Studies | HCIAS 

Centre for East Asian Studies 

South Asia Institute | SAI 

Related institutes



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
LIVING & STUDYING IN THE CITY

▪ Student groups and representation (e.g., 

StuRa, Fachschaften)

▪ Cultural clubs: drama groups, choirs, 

orchestras

▪ Media: student-run radio, TV stations, and 

newspapers

▪ Sports programs and fitness activities

▪ Social spaces and informal hubs for 

networking, relaxing, and connecting

There are around 40.000 students and researchers at Heidelberg 

University, creating a vibrant and dynamic academic community 

with a variety of extracurricular activities:



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
(INTERNATIONAL) STUDENTS

Total number of students: 31.365

International students: 6.296  (20%)

International Doctoral Students: 2.525 (27,8%)

International PhD Projects: 340 (30,6)

Academic staff: 6.860 

Professorships: 562



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
CAMPUSES

CAMPUS NEUENHEIMER 

FELD 

Natural Sciences

and Medicine

CAMPUS ALTSTADT 

Humanities, Law and 

Behavioural Studies

CAMPUS BERGHEIM 

Social Sciences and 

Economics

Centre for Asian and 

Transcultural Studies 

CAMPUS MANNHEIM 

Medical Faculty 

Mannheim



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
RESEARCH LANDSCAPE

Max Planck Institute 

for Astronomy

Castle 

DKFZ – German Cancer 

Research Center 

Max Planck Institute 

for International Law

Max Planck Institute 

for Nuclear Physics

Max Planck Institute 

for Medical Research

European Molecular Biology  

Loboratory   (EMBL)

University Hospital Complex

University Sports Facilities 

and Regional Olympic Base

Main Station 

Old Bridge 

State Academy of 

Sciences and 

Humanities



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
STUDY PROGRAMS

▪ Comprehensive university with a broad spectrum of subjects in Humanities, Social sciences, Law, 
Natural Sciences, Life Sciences/Medicine

▪ 13 Faculties in total: Theology, Law, Medicine (Heidelberg), Medicine (Mannheim), Philosophy, 
Modern Languages, Economics and Social Sciences, Behavioural and Cultural Studies, Chemistry 
and Earth Sciences, Mathematics and Computer Sciences, Physics and Astronomy, Biosciences 
and Engineering Sciences 

▪ Specialized subjects are subcategorised under the broader faculties, for example: Engineering 
Sciences → Molecular Biotechnology

▪ Master of Arts/ Master of Science Programs → 2 years 

▪ Admission: Bachelor Degree + further requirements according to admission regulations

▪ Check Key Dates & Deadlines as the applications deadlines vary
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UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
DEGREE PROGRAMS TAUGHT IN ENGLISH
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AMERICAN STUDIES
Master, consecutive

BIOMEDICAL 

ENGINEERING
Master, consecutive

CHRISTIANITY AND 

CULTURE 
Master, consecutive

COMPUTATIONAL 

LINGUISTICS
Master, consecutive

DEVELOPMENT, 

ENVIRONMENT, 

SOCIETIES, AND HISTORY 

IN SOUTH ASIA

Master, consecutive

ENGLISH STUDIES
Master, consecutive

SOCIOCULTURAL 

ANTHROPOLOGY
Master, consecutive

DATA & COMPUTER 

SCIENCE
Master, consecutive

INTERNATIONAL 

HEALTH
Master, advanced study

MATHEMATICS OF 

MACHINE LEARNING AND 

DATA SCIENCE

Master, consecutive 

MATTER OF LIFE
Master, consecutive

MOLECULAR 

BIOSCIENCES
Master, consecutive

MOLECULAR 

SYSTEMS SCIENCE 

AND ENGINEERING
Master, consecutive

PHYSICS
Master, consecutive

SCIENTIFIC 

COMPUTING
Master, consecutive

TRANSCULTURAL 

STUDIES
Master, consecutive

TRANSLATIONAL 

MEDICAL RESEARCH
Master, consecutive

ECONOMICS
Master, consecutive



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
COURSES IN LANGUAGES OTHER THAN GERMAN
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COMMUNICATION AND SOCIETY IN 

IBERO-AMERICA
taught in English and Spanish

Master, consecutive

GOVERNANCE OF RISK AND 

RESOURCES
taught in English and Spanish

Master, consecutive

IBERO-AMERICAN STUDIES (DOUBLE 

DEGREE OPTION)

taught in English and Spanish*
Master, consecutive

ITALIAN/ ITALY IN CONTACT –

LITERATURE, ARTS, LANGUAGES, 

CULTURES

taught in English and Spanish*
Master, consecutive

MASTER OF LAWS IN INTERNATIONAL 

LAW (DOUBLE DEGREE)
taught in English and Spanish

Master, consecutive

FRENCH/ TRANSCULTURAL STUDIES –

LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE 

CONTACT WITHIN THE FRANCOPHONE 

AREA (DOUBLE DEGREE OPTION)

taught in English and French*
Master, consecutive

*Please note: German language skills of at least level A2 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages must be demonstrated by the time the Master's thesis is submitted at the latest.



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
STUDY PROGRAMS – LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS
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▪ The information regarding language requirements or whether a degree programme can be completed in 
English can be found in the Facts & Formalities section of each degree programme: 

Example: Master American Studies



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
STUDY PROGRAMS
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scan to get to our database

Make sure to set the correct

filter!



HAUS SCHOLARSHIPS
FOR BACHELOR AND MASTER STUDENTS

STUDY SCHOLARSHIP

▪ The scholarship award is $4,500 for bachelor’s and $7,000 for master’s program 

students for one semester.

▪ We are seeking candidates with a strong academic background who can also fulfill the 

role of ambassador for HAUS.

▪ Call for Applications open in early 2026 for study in the winter term 2026/27.

▪ Website: HAUS Study Scholarship - Heidelberg University Association

SUMMER SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP

▪ Scholarship recipients receive funding ($1000) for the International Summer School of 

German Language and Culture at Heidelberg University taking place in August.

▪ Call for Applications open in early 2026 for the August 2026 summer school. 

▪ Website: HAUS Summer School Scholarship - Heidelberg University Association

The scholarships are supported by Heidelberg Alumni in the U.S. (HAUS)

https://www.hua.uni-heidelberg.de/en/scholarships/haus-study-scholarship
https://www.hua.uni-heidelberg.de/en/scholarships/haus-study-scholarship
https://www.hua.uni-heidelberg.de/en/scholarships/haus-study-scholarship
https://www.hua.uni-heidelberg.de/en/scholarships/haus-summer-school-scholarship
https://www.hua.uni-heidelberg.de/en/scholarships/haus-summer-school-scholarship
https://www.hua.uni-heidelberg.de/en/scholarships/haus-summer-school-scholarship


UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
DOCTORAL TRAINING IN HEIDELBERG

▪ Heidelberg University offers its PhD candidates a wide range of doctoral programs with diverse 
levels of structuring – individual doctoral training, small and medium-sized training groups, or large 
Graduate Schools.

▪ 13 Faculties in total: Theology, Law, Medicine (Heidelberg), Medicine (Mannheim), Philosophy, 
Modern Languages, Economics and Social Sciences, Behavioural and Cultural Studies, Chemistry 
and Earth Sciences, Mathematics and Computer Sciences, Physics and Astronomy, Biosciences 
and Engineering Sciences

▪ Doctoral degrees are granted by the faculties of the University of Heidelberg and the regulations 
governing doctoral training are set down individually by each faculty in its doctoral regulations → In 
principle, it is possible to pursue a doctorate in any of the subjects offered at the University of 
Heidelberg.

→ Please note: Applicants must hold a completed Master’s degree in order to be eligible for 
admission to doctoral programs. Please note that Heidelberg University does not offer a fast-track 
or combined Master’s/PhD program
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UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
DOCTORAL DEGREES

• The following doctoral degrees are granted at Heidelberg University:

• Dr. phil. - Faculty of Philosophy, Faculty of Modern Languages, Faculty of Behavioral and Cultural Studies, 

Faculty of Chemistry and Geosciences for the discipline of Geography

• Dr. rer. nat. - Faculty of Biosciences, Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science, Faculty of Physics 

and Astronomy, Faculty of Chemistry and Geosciences

• Dr. iur. - Faculty of Law

• Dr. med., Dr. med.dent., Dr. sc.hum. - Faculties of Medicine

• Dr. rer.pol. - Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences

• Dr. theol. - Faculty of Theology

• Dr. ing. - Faculty of Engineering Sciences
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UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
MODELS OF DOCTORAL TRAINING

• Two models:

→ The decision as to what kind of training to pursue will depend to a great extent on your chosen discipline and topic 
as well as on your own personal research and work preferences. 

→ In many cases, the boundaries between these two models are fluent because doctoral candidates who are pursuing 
traditional individual doctoral training may also take advantage of general structured services for doctoral candidates.
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INDIVIDUAL DOCTORAL TRAINING DOCTORAL TRAINING WITHIN A STRUCTURED PROGRAM

classic model of doctoral training in Germany, 

especially in the humanities and social sciences,

structured program of courses and workshops

offers a large amount of freedom in the planning and 

carrying out of the doctorate

supervision by more than one professor or even a 

doctoral committee

demands a great deal of independence and 

organizational ability



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
GRADUATE SCHOOLS – THE BIG 4
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HEIDELBERG

BIOSCIENCES
INTERNATIONAL 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 

HEIDELBERG GRADUATE SCHOOL

MATHEMATICAL AND 

COMPUTATIONAL 

METHODS
FOR THE SCIENCES

HEIDELBERG 

GRADUATE SCHOOL FOR

PHYSICS

HEIDELBERG 

GRADUATE SCHOOL FOR

HUMANITIES 

AND SOCIAL 

SCIENES



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
GRADUATE SCHOOLS

• There are currently more than 40 structured doctoral programs involving different 
levels and varying elements of structure at Heidelberg University.

• In Heidelberg, there are three different forms of structured doctoral programs:

• Graduate Schools (Graduiertenschulen) – large facilities with 150–300 doctoral 
candidates covering a wide range of research fields.

• Research Training Groups (Graduiertenkollegs) – medium-sized groups with 15–50 
doctoral candidates. The individual dissertation topics often come from a variety of 
research fields and faculties but are all focused within a defined topic area.

• Research Training Groups (Promotionskollegs) – small groups with five to seven 
doctoral candidates covering very specific research questions.

check the websites for Open Positions or Fellowships
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UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
DOCTORAL PROGRAMS

visit our website for 
more information
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scan here



Scan QR Code for a step-by-step guide



UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
PHD IN GERMANY – ONLINE RESOURCE
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UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
FUNDING

• The Graduate Academy – Heidelberg University’s advisory service for doctoral 
candidates and postdocs – assists doctoral students 

• …in their search and application for various types of funding, 

• …by awarding doctoral fellowships as well as grants for doctoral candidates/ postdocs and

• …by providing information about funding organizations. 

• Our Service Point team can also help you with your search for funding opportunities 
(information on scholarship providers, exposé advice etc.).

• STIBET Completion Grants - funding intended to support international doctoral candidates 
in the final phase of their doctoral training. 

• Employment and Jobs during doctoral training
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https://www.graduateacademy.uni-heidelberg.de/foerderung/abschlussstipendien_en.html
https://www.graduateacademy.uni-heidelberg.de/foerderung/abschlussstipendien_en.html
https://www.graduateacademy.uni-heidelberg.de/foerderung/stellenmarkt_en.html
https://www.graduateacademy.uni-heidelberg.de/foerderung/stellenmarkt_en.html


UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
ADVISING

The team at the Graduate Academy Service Point provides doctoral students from all faculties of the University 
of Heidelberg with comprehensive advice and services. 

Im Neuenheimer Feld 370
Room 3
69120 Heidelberg
​​+49 (0) 6221 / 54 - 19765
graduateacademy@uni-heidelberg.de

Walk-in office hours

Monday: 10 am to 12 pm
Tuesday: 2 pm to 4 pm
Wednesday: 10 am to 12 pm
Thursday: 10 am to 12 pm and 2 pm to 4 pm
and by appointment

Outside of our office hours you can reach us by 
telephone or email.

24

mailto:graduateacademy@uni-heidelberg.de
mailto:graduateacademy@uni-heidelberg.de
mailto:graduateacademy@uni-heidelberg.de


UNIVERSITÄT HEIDELBERG
GET IN CONTACT

Dr. Katja Simons   & Melanie Grossmanm
Executive Director    Program Officer

Heidelberg University Association
871 United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017

Email: ksimons@heidelberguniversity.org
Phone: +1.212.758.3324

Web: https://www.hua.uni-heidelberg.de/en

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OFFICE 

Consultation hours (online and in person)
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-

support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students

mailto:ksimons@heidelberguniversity.org
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students
https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/en/study/advisory-services/advisory-service-and-support-services-for-current-and-prospective-international-students


THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!
QUESTIONS?
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